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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the mediating role of
body image shame in the relationship between the
experience of childhood emotional abuse and internet
gaming disorder in students. This was a descriptive-
correlational study using the structural equation
modeling method. The statistical population of this
research was the students of Islamic Azad University,
Khomeini Shahr Branch in 2023. In this study, 260
people participated in the accessible method. Data
collection using the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire
(CTQ; Bernstein et al., 2003), the Body Image Shame
Scale (BISS; Duarte et al., 2014), and the short form
of the Nine-Item Internet Gaming Disorder Scale -
Short Form (IGDS9-SF; Pontes & Griffiths, 2015) was
done. Data analysis was done using structural equation
modeling and the bootstrapping method. The results
showed that the proposed model of the mediating role
of body image shame in the relationship between the
experience of emotional abuse in childhood and
internet gaming disorder had a good fit. The results of
the structural equation model analysis showed that the
experience of emotional abuse in childhood had a
direct and significant effect on internet gaming
disorder and body image shame (P<0.05). Another
result showed that body image shame has a direct and
significant effect on internet gaming disorder
(P<0.05). The results of the bootstrap test showed that
body image shame had a mediating role between the
experience of emotional abuse in childhood and
internet gaming disorder (P<0.05). The results of this
study indicated that the experience of emotional abuse
in childhood has a direct effect on internet gaming
disorder in students through damage to body image.
Keywords: Emotional Abuse, Body Image Shame,
Internet Gaming Disorder, Students.
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