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Abstract

The present study aimed to determine the structural
relationships between adverse childhood experiences
and the symptoms of narcissistic personality disorder,
with the mediating role of early maladaptive schemas.
The descriptive-correlation research was based on
path analysis. The statistical population of this
research included the students of the University of
Tabriz in 2022-2023 (24000 people) and the statistical
sample included 354 people who were selected by
multi-stage cluster sampling method. To measure the
variables, the childhood trauma questionnaire (CTQ,
Bernstein et al.,, 2003), narcissistic personality
inventory (NPI-16, Ames et al., 2006), and Young
Schema Short Form Questionnaire (YSQ-SF, Young,
1999) were used and the path analysis method was
used to analyze the data. Data analysis showed that
sexual abuse had a direct effect on narcissistic
personality disorder and an indirect effect through the
mediation of impaired limits and Impaired autonomy
and performance (p<0.05). Also, the results indicated
that sexual abuse, emotional neglect, and physical
neglect had a direct effect on Disconnection and
rejection, and sexual abuse and physical neglect had a
direct effect on Other-directedness (p<0.05). The
results showed that the model had a good fit. Based on
these findings, it can be stated that adverse childhood
experiences through the mediation of early
maladaptive schemas can predict changes in
narcissistic personality disorder and explain its
occurrence.

Keywords: Adverse Childhood Experiences, Early
Maladaptive Schemas, Narcissistic Personality
Disorder.
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