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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of
examining the role of children's emotional knowledge
and maternal responses to positive emotions in
predicting children's social competence. The research
employed a descriptive-correlational design. The
statistical population included preschool children in
the city of Mashhad in the year 1402-1403 (2024),
from which a sample of 200 children was selected
through convenience sampling. The instruments used
in this study included the Social Competence Scale
(SCS; Corrigan et al., 2003), Parents’ Response to
Children’ s Positive Emotions Scale (PRCPS;
Ladouceur et al., 2002), and the Emotion Matching
Task (EMT; lzard et al., 2003). Data were analyzed
using stepwise regression analysis. The findings
indicated that emotion recognition (f = .24, p <.001),
emotion labeling (B = .22, p <.001), teaching social
etiquette (B = .20, p <.001), encouragement ( = .21,
p <.001), and situational emotion knowledge (= .13,
p < .04) together explained 33% of the variance in the
criterion variable (social competence) (R? = .33).
Among the dimensions of emotional knowledge,
emotion matching, and among maternal responses, the
dimensions of blame and distress, were not significant
predictors of children's social competence (p > .05). In
light of the findings, children's emotional knowledge
and supportive maternal responses play a significant
role in explaining children's social competence,
whereas blaming maternal responses do not.

Keywords: Social Competence, Emotional
Knowledge, Maternal Response to Children' s Positive
Emotions, Preschool Child.
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